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A GOOD DECISION

During a 5-G tactical turn at low altitude, the nose
cone came off the F-16’s left external tank. The wing-
man saw a fireball come from the left wing area, and
he called, “‘Knock it off.”” The pilot began a climb and
checked his fuel: his totalizer had decreased from
2,300 pounds to 800 pounds. Because he was unsure
of the nature of his problem, the pilot decided to land
at a nearby emergency field where he made a suc-
cessful arrested landing.

It turned out that the fuel probes were damaged
when the nose cone separated. So maybe he had
enough fuel to go home. But he made a better decision
in landing. We're always better off finding out that we
could have made it after we've safely aborted than
finding out we couldn’t halfway home.

...interest items,
mishaps with
morals, for the
TAC aircrewman

WHODUNIT?

An instrument technician left masking tape on the
A-7’s cockpit static ports. The crew chief did not check
the static port on his preflight as he should have ac-
cording to his tech orders. The pilot didn’t check it on
his walkaround as his checklist says. On the runway
during engine runup, the cockpit overpressurized and
shattered the canopy glass.

So who's responsible? Guess you have to stand in
line to take credit for this one.

“ooo I'M TEN MILES NORTH OF
THE SPHINX'

|f you're flying in Egypt, as some of us do on occa-
sion, be careful of your references when you talk to air
traffic control. Civilian air traffic controllers in Egypt
work without radar and use only civilian navigational
aids as references. If you give your position relative to
a military navaid, you'’re likely to be misunderstood.
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LEAKS AND FORMS

An F-4 overseas was written up for an inspection of
the low pressure fuel filters to see if they were contami-
nated by fuel cell foam. An engine specialist removed
the filters and had them inspected by the fuel shop. Af-
terward, he reinstalled the filters. The 781 writeup was
then signed off by a 7-level fuel specialist, who thought
he was clearing the inspection of the filters; actually,
the block he signed off cleared the installation of filters
and V-band clamps. The fuel specialist wasn’t qualified
to inspect installation. After installation of the filters and
V-band clamps, the engine specialist should have run
a leak check; but he didn’t, and he didn’'t write in the

22

forms that it needed an ops check. The aircraft was put
back on the line since it didn’t have any open writeups.

Before it was scheduled to fly, the aircraft showed a
hydraulic leak. To check hydraulics, they ran the num-
ber 2 engine. Fuel began leaking from the area of the
low pressure fuel filter as soon as the throttle was
brought forward. They aborted the start and discov-
ered that the V-band clamp was improperly installed.
They corrected the V-clamp and fixed the hydraulic
problem. The aircraft was then scheduled to fly.

An aircrew came out, preflighted, and started the
number 2 engine without any problems. But when they
brought the number 1 throttle forward, fuel began to
run out of the aux air doors onto the ramp. The crew
chief told the aircrew to shut down and get out of the
airplane. They did. It turned out that the V-clamp had
been incorrectly installed on the number 1 engine also.

It was fortunate that the fuel leaked on start. Some-
times, when the clamps are installed wrong, they hold
together for a while, but then give out at the worst pos-
sible moment.

ANOTHER PAPERWORK PROBLEM

The left engine of an A-10 flamed out following a
strafe pass. The pilot brought the airplane home safely
on one engine. He didn’t restart it because he couldn’t
be sure it hadn’t suffered overheat damage.

The pilot had strafed in high rate of fire. High rate of
fire used to be prohibited in the A-10; but since a re-
cent TCTO for auto ignition during strafe, the pilots
were allowed to use high rate. Unfortunately, this air-
plane hadn’'t yet been modified; more unfortunately,
the outstanding TCTO status was not in the forms, so
the pilot didn’t know he was still restricted to low rate.

It was just a paperwork error, a minor oversight. But
what if he had been on a low altitude strafe pass and
both engines had flamed out?
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TALLY =

CLASS A MISHAPS

AIRCREW FATALITIES .
TOTAL EJECTIONS
SUCCESSFUL EJECTIONS

TAC FTR/RECCE TAC AIR DEFENSE
5| 84 FITS

1| 57 FIS

I 5 FIS

511 48 FIS

10318 FIS

TAC GAINED FTR/RECCE TAC GAINED AIR DEFENSE TAC/GAINED Other Units

1101 188 TFG },; 191 FIG (ano) | F148] 182 A6 (ANG)
2] 138 TFG (ANG) § | 881 102 FIW (ANG) R [ 186193 ECG (ANG)

101 917 TFG (AFR) 177 FIG (ANG) B L 1811 26 ADS & 4787 ABGp
116 TFW (ANG) 125 FIG (ANG) I 110 TASG (ANG)
1434 TFW (AFR) Bl 33 119F1G 8 142 FIG (ANG) J [ 123 USAFTAWC

CLASS A MISHAP COMPARISON RATE 81/80

(BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100,000 HOURS FLYING TIME)
1981 (| 40 | 30 | 3.2 |56 | 6.0 | 5.9
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